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CONSIDER'A TIONS, Ge. 


T H E Afize of Bread was rated in Eng- 
land by Statute in the 31 Hen. III. and 


from that Time, till the 8th Year of Queen Anne 
there, and the Firſt of the preſent King here, 
no other Statute was made for ſettling the Aſ- 
ſize. During this Period, the Aſſize was ſettled 
by the Clerks of the Markets, and the Juries of 
Leets: And the Breaches of it were puniſhed by 
theſe Courts, by Chief Magiſtrates, and the Juſ- 
tices, of Peace in Seſſions. 


In Dublin, the Office of Clerk of the Market 
hath 'been granted to the City by their Char- 
ters, and it is in the Perſon of the Mayor, though 


under a diſtin& Oath of Office. 


The Bakers are a Fraternity of great Anti- 
quity, ſubſiſting on their old Charters. In King 
James the Second's Time, upon the Diſſolution 

of the City Charter, there was a new one grant- - 
ed to the Bakers, dated 14th May, 4* Fac. 2d. 
But this is void by the Engliſh Act of the 1. . 
and M. Chap. g.—— I fee, by the Journals of 
the . Houſe of - Commons in 1698, an Addreſs 
voted to the Lords Juſtices, to order a Scire Fa- 
cias or Quo Wirranto, to void the Bakers Char- 
ter, and praying that no Charter ſfiould be 


granted to Brewers, Bakers, or Butchers, ex- 
A 2 cluſiye 


n 
cluſive_ of others-of the fame Trade. But, 1 


—— : — — - 


don't find, whether ſuch Quo M arranto was 
brought, or whether there were any Proceed- 
ings to this Purpbſe. An the ſamẽ Partiarnerify 


a a Committee was appointed to inquire into the 
Aſſiae, and the Affair of the Bread ; but. bet 
fore the Report Was n By, 5 there * 
End | put to the Seffions. 0 


Tu. regulating the Aſſize of Bread in Dublin 
was part of the Duty of the Lord Mayor, as Clerk 
of the Market; and from about the Year 1652, 
the Allowance of the Bakers, was fl fx * h 
in the Quarter. | SP A ORR * e 
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In 1670. and 167 1, (in the Obsetubeber dt 
the Lord Berkeh, and the Earl of Eſſex) the 
| Bakers. applied to the Government. and Privy 
Council, to have the Allowance enlarged ; And, 
there was an additional Allowance, of 4 Shillings 
ordered them; but this was only for a Time. 
an ſoon, afterwards in the Government of the 

firſt Duke of Ormond, (about, 1683) Aa like Ap- 
' plication was made to him and the Privy Coun- 
cilz and the Matter being referred to the — 5 na 
they directed that Sir Humphry Jervis, the then 
Lord: Mayor; ſhould cauſe a; Tryal to be 
made of three Quarters of Wheat: The reſult of 
which /Tryal being reported by the Lord Mayor, | 
the. Lord Lieutenant, and, Privy Council, cr. 
dered, that an additional Allowance of four 
| Stillingsin the Quarter ſhould be granted to the; 
Bakers, - | 174 ww 12280 2134914 03 bath 18 
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Ix the Year Mas. Abba PIR: Blacks 
ball, then Lord Mayor, made the preſent Table 
of Aﬀece for” Bread, with the Allowance of 6 
Shillmgs on the Quarter: The Calculation 
was made at that Time in Troy Weight; which 
im che Year 1723, when Alderman John Porter 
was Lord Mayor, Was changed into Averdupois 
* but this was only for the Convenience 

of à better Meaſure, the real Weight of the 
Bread continued the ſame, and the Allowance 
to che Baker was no more than 6 Shillings on 
the Quarter, from making this Table till about 
the Lear 1729. or 1730 Nor can, I find that 
there was any Application made by the Bakers 
during that Period of Time, for an 8 tq 
their Allowance. tte nl Pra 
=O] 16390 31 1] 3&3 230161 0 1 | 
The Principle on which the Table is * is 
thit (viz.)*:Fhat a given Quantity of Corn ſhall, 
when made into Bread, bring as much Money 
ta the Baker as ſhall repay, him the original Price 
of the Corn ;. and alſo beſides that, give him a 
Pyokit at the Rate of ſo much on the Quarter, as 
an ' Allowance for His Expences, Pains, and Live- 
. Al the Laws on this Subject go on a 

Sippen that the Baker's Allowance is his 
nly Profit? but from Defects in mo © Lowe: the 
40 N ft o na 3 Ei Dan Contrar ? 
ai * ere D N on SHH tl (1 4 N u 


e The? cit 6 Shilliogs in Sener, — 
in Winter p. — I am aſſured it was but 6s. throughout 
Fear. Aud indeed fo their Cafes in 1731 and 1733 one? 


i 1. without making any ſuch DiſtinQion, I 


I. o 


62 
contrary is * the 1 as wa be. \ſhewn 
ater: N x | 


wt; Diſtinction had been, — out of Mind, 
made between the Bakers who were free of the 
Corporation, and thoſe who were not ſo; the Al: 
lowance of the latter being lets : and this was 
called the Foreign Bakers Aſſiae. It was TWO 
Shillings per Quarter leſs than that of the Free | 
Baker. This obliged All who baked for Sale, to 
become free of the Corporation, or to pay Quar- 
terage. Alderman Blackball laid it aſide; and 
the Houſe of Commons in 1698 voted that all 
Balæers ſhould be at Liberty to bake without pay- 
ing Quarterage. From this Time it has been 
only reſumed and laid on occaſionally till about 
the Year 1741; ſince which Time it has not 
been uſed at all. I do ſuppoſe that the occaſio- 
nal-Uſe of this Aſſize, together with the Baker 8 
Practice of buying by heaped Barrels, was the 
Reaſon of their being ſo quiet, that we hear of 
no publick Applications made by 8 Al 
n Blackball's Time till . 1 0 


* the firſt Year. of his -praſene Mt zeſty, the 
Act paſſed for regulating the Aſſize. It eſtab- 
liſhed'this Table with the Allowance of 6 Shil- 
- lings; and gave a diſeretionary - Power to the 
Lord Mayor and ſix Aldermen of the City of 
Dublin, and to the Seneſchals, and Magiſtrates, 
Achim "their reſpeQive Juriſdidtions; to increrſe the 


Allowance 0 il e as Ld — ge 
eceſlary. 2 Tu 
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3 kin as is tarnen kad 
made a Pradtice in buying their Corn, of agree. 
ing tochave ſome Quantity given to them above 
the lawful Meaſure; this was do the Diſadvan - 
tage of the Farmer, and contrary to the Acts of 
12 Elir and . Milla Ill. and therefore an AQ 
paſſect this ame Seſſions (I. Geo.r2,' Chap, 100) te 
prohibit;-this Practice for. the future, and to obs 


lige them to buy hy Serie Meaſuree o. 10 $598 


Ar xx paſſing of - theſe. Statutes, the Bakers, 
in, Lord Carteret's, Goyerament, .about.,2729.,0r 
17.39, made an; Application ; to the. Lord Lieu: 
tenant and Privy. Council, complaining that the 
Allowance was too ſmall; they were referred to 
the Prime Serjeant, Attorney, and Sollicitor Ge- 
neral, who reported that the Lord Mayor was 
not confined to the Allowance by the Act; and 
that in an Affair gf ſuch general Concern, it would 
be proper for the Government and Privy Council 
to recommend the Baker's Caſe to him. Here: 
upon the Lord Mayor cauſed Tryals to be made, 
2 granted the Bakers an additional Allowance 

of 4 Shillings; but + 8 
but for a few. Wee 1 


I the May 0 PORE Natal (in the 

Year 1734) Ae | akers applied to the Lord 
Mayor for an additional Allowance. They printed 
their Caſe, and ſet forth as Hardſhips, that the 
Table of Aſize yas made on the Caſt. of Znglib 
Sk Which! is of a er Rind, and pro- 


9a 4 duces 
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duces more Flower, than the Grain of Ireland: © 
And in another Caſe” publiſhed ſoon after, they h 


alledgedthe: Difficulties" lad on them by. the 


Strike Barrell, which was three Stone and up- 
 wards'leſs than the old Meaſure, by which: they 
had bought when the Aſſize was ſet. When 
this laſt Caſe was printed, in the Vear 17 32; they 
applied to Alderman Humphrey French (then Lord 
Mayor) and he Save them an additional — 


ance yg two trial Y mot 


at Majeſty, Application 
as made to Karben to have this Matter re- 
gulated by another Law.” The Bakers werefully 

heard, and Experiments were made before a 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons. The 
Bakers propoſed a new Table of Aﬀize; made, 
is they ald, all en Iriſb Corn, and on Weight 
The. Reſult of the whole Preceeding was, that 
tlie old F able was continued the Allowance to 
dine Baker made Eight Stüllings, with ' the like 
Power te the Lord Mayor and S* Aldermen, 
and to tlie Seneſchals and May to enlarge 
it: And all Corn was tö Be fold by Weight. 
Which laft Proviſion of felling by Weight was 


expreſsly deſired by the Bakers, as appears by 
their printed Caſe i in 1 17555 and in reality, it oe 
them as, much ; LI the eaped Barrel. 


6 „ 


FTnus Matters reſtëtt till about 1746, when 
the Bakers again applied to Parliament, in order 
to get their new Table of Aſſize eſtabliſhed. 
They: Pretended that "the ſubliſting Table was 


taken 


2 18 


( 91) ) 
taken from the Enghſb Act paſſed in the gth 
| Year of Queen Ann. The foregoing Hiſtory 


of the Table ſnews this Allegation to be uns 
true; although from the Tables being very 
nearly the ſame, tis evident that both were made 
from the ſame kind of Corn, i. e. equally good: 

But whether that uſed for the 774 Table was 


Engliſh Corn, or Iriſh, which produced as much, 


does not appear. They alledged alſo, that the 
Allowance was not equal, for that their Profits 
were much leſs upon the Houſehold than upon 
the White and Wheaten Bread; and that up- 
wards of Ten Thouſand Loaves of the” ae 


were conſumed * 1 * latter. LY 


11 4 


Ar is to be obſerted, nate AQ of the firſs 
of his preſent Majeſty, ordered the Magiſtrate 
in ſtriking the Aflize, to have Reſpect ta the 


Nu of the W. eh ie whereof the 


Bread 


- ® The White Loaf is otic was and the Wheaten Three 


Quarters, of the Houſehold ; | and;'tis certain, the Baker's 
Gain is much greater on the two firſt Kinds than on the laſt ; 
But this Aſſertion of the Proportions is abſolutely incredible. 
The Act. (1 Geo. II. )takes Notice, that of late the Bakers had 
not made a ſufficient. Quantity of Houſehold, / and then 
enacts, That they ſhall make the ſame Quantity of Houſe- 
hold as of Wheaten. This Proportion has not been varied 
by the ſabſequent Laws/; can it therefore be believed that 
the Bakers will bake 10,000 Houſehold Loaves to 1 of 
Wheaten, to their evident 'Loſs, when the Law only obliges 
them to bake one? 


+ In the ſeveral AGs of Parliament, and throughout this 


Paper, Flower is conſidered; as. diſtin: from Meal. By 


Flewer is meant the fine; Flower, or jr/t5- aud /ecands : This 
is only fit for the White Bread ; there muſt be ſome coarſer 
Flower mixed with it for, Wheaten; and for. Houſchold there 
muſt be #7/z, ſeconds and third, and ſome of the Bran, 

Which laſt Mixture is properly Meal, It is neceſſary. to keep 


this 


(ts) 


Bread was made; but there Bot being ſufficient 


Proviſions for the bringing of the Flower into the 
Aſſize, and enforcing juſt and perfect Returns of 


it, eſpecially bat imported, nor of the imported 
Corn or Meal; and the Act not having fixed a 
determined Meaſure between the Flower and 
the Quarter of Corn; neither the Flower nor 
imported Corn were brought into the Aſſize, un- 
less the Bakers thought proper to have Returns 
made when the Price vas highz in order to raiſe 


. .Tarcs ſtanding thus, the Matter was conſi- 
dered in Panliament- in the 19th: Year of his pres 
ſent Majeſty, and an Act paſſed to give the Bakers 
one Shilling per Quarter Allowance on Houſhold 
And Powers, 'tho' inadequate, were gi- 


Bread : 
ven to Magiſtrates to (enforce the Returns of 


Flbwer, Corn, and Meal, when imported; <and in 
order to take the Flower into the Aſſize, three 


hundred and a half of Flower was rated as equal 


oa Quarter t Corn: This Was a Law =" > 


to E 


11 


tt Hrreveon the! Flowes- was brought into „le 


Aſſize. But the Miſchlef f this Law was,” "that 
the Meaſure for the F lower was unequal by a Se- 


venth Parts at leaſt, three > hundred of Flower being 
more 
this Difintivatio:mind: _— Colbdiriciens of the 'bakin 
Trade. It is alſo a very material Diſtinction with "Regard to 


the Duties on Importation. Meal of Wkeat is not charged 
by che Act of Eiciſe, but it is liable to 6% a Barrel under 
the Act of Cuſtoms: The Act ift Gre. I. 'Chap. 6, charges 
Flower 'of Neal of Wheat, with Ge, Per hundred Cuſtoiw, 
anduvanchExciſe. :! $908 Hoot 


„ 


(m) 
more than equal to a Quarter of Corn; and conſe. 
quently the additional half hundred was really not 


brought into the Aſſize, though the Price of the 
three and a half hundred being returned as the 
Price of the Quarter might raiſe the Middle 
Price of the Market. This unequal Meaſure made 
it the Baker's Intereſt to buy Flower inſtead of 
Corn.“ This Matter was uriderſtood i in the Par- 

liament 


* To explain this more fully By Experiments of the beſt 
Mills of the Kingdom, only 3 hundred Weight of ' fr/ts and 
ſeconds can be todated fibns 40 Stone of Wheat, and per- 
haps there are not three Mills in the Kingdom, which can 
produce ſo much. And as this Flower is for white Bread, 
the Bakers Proſit- on 3 hundted of it, is greater than the Law 
ſuppoſes him to make of a Quarter of Corn, out of which, 
* to make White, Wheaten, and Houlchold Bread ; for 

„ 
Suppoſe the middle Price of Wheat, ebe bay AL 
lowance, to be x1. 11 s. per Quarter, and Flower 10 8. 4 d. 
per hundred: then the Price of 3 hundred of Flower, is equal 
to the Price of the Quarter of Corn. 

The Aſſize being ſtruck, with the Allowance of 9 3. 
White and Wheaten, and gs. on the Houſehold, the 
Bakers Profig will ftandthus'on' his Corn. According to the 
Le hereafter mentioned, he will have of Sixpenny 

ves. 


hemp White p27. 
AT EIT Haube 43 1 
3 | I & 7 ae Z 
_ Which * 848 — 2 8 8 
* "Bran worth . — 4 86 
2 10 2 


80 TR here the Baker has i io 3. 2d e aboye his 
Allowance, | 

But the Baker baking I 3 hundred of Flower into white 
Bread has 113. Sixpenny Loaves. 

""Which'amount to 


So he gains above his Allowance 


3 17 6 
Conſequently 


ww 12 ) 

liament i in 1749. And ii } in the Bil-foeabiabes- 
mg the Act of the igth, the Matter was ſer 
right, and the Meaſure reduced to bir bundred. 
The Bill was altered in thus particular elſewhere; 
and upon it's retum, throwyn out of the, Houſe 
of Commons by which Means all/ the Acts re- 
lating to the Aflize af Bread (except the Firſt of 
his-preſent; Majeſty). expired on the ning of. the 
laſt Seſſions. 


Ten was an Attempt to ere de Ac or 
the 19th, conſidered 2 28: 4 Adee Law. But 
the Seneſchal of one «of the achacent Liberties, 
being of Opinion that. it was expired, and. three 
Lawyers of Eminence eoneurring In Opinion 
with him, that Scheme was wald a. The 
Lord Mayor.gave:the/full Allowance af the ex- 
pired Law, but did not take the 1 8 * the 
Aſſize. The Seneſchal ſteick an Alfie, far hi 
Liberty, on the Act of the: Firſt of / kis-preſeng 


Majeſty, and gays / only.. fix Shillings Allow 


ANEE, + HS 8 aan 13. — 226196011154 
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Conſequently, if rating 3 Hhds, of Flower, as equal to a 
Quarter of Corn, he so much above his Allowance; 
his Gain muſt be 2 when tis rated at 
3 Hds. and ati half,” on which he gains . 5d. 

This half hundred is really not brought into, che Afſize 
for the Conſumption, though it is 3 daacing 
the middle Price” of the Market: For Exampfe, fappoſe the 
middle Price of Grain wou'd be one pound eleven Shillings, 
and that the Baker returns the Flower which he buys at 10 s. 
4 d. per hundred, 3 Hhds: bring tate&zquatto 4 Quarter, 
middle Price of the Market will nat = affected: ben 5 
Hhds. & an Half is the Meafüre, he chen returns av the Price of 
his Quarter of Flower, 11. 68> 2d. Which is an higher Pric 

© 2d. And of Conſeqiience; this muſt, if there be 'any 
on tity of i ** raiſe the Ale Pice-of the- whole. Market. 


118 ug 
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_ Unozx- theſe; Circumſtances, the Bakers ap- 
al at preſent to have their new Tables of Aſſize 
eſtabliſhed, alledging the Reaſons that they for- 
merly. offered; and that the Price of Provi- 
ſions having * they cannot gain an a 


e 


r rn | to A* 3 of their Ex- 
pences, it appears by their printed Caſes not to 
be conſiderable. In 1 7315 they reckoned their 
Expence of baking one Quarter of Wheat to be 
5 Shillings and 2 Pence. In the Caſe they 
printed in 1746; and alſo, in that they printed 
the other Day, they reckon it but g Shillings 
and y Pence. I am inclined to think, they may 
have miſtaken in ſome of their Eſtimates; for 
within-theſe laſt 20 Years, Proviſions and other 
Neceffaries are grown much dearer. But, when 
this Matter comes to be conſidered, it will appear 
that- the Profit of -the Baking Trade is much 
n than 1 1s apprehended. 


- 1. Table ſuppoſes, that a 8 or 40 

Stone of Wheat, baked into Houſehold Bread, will 
produce within 4 Pounds of 40 Stone of ſuch 
Bread at leaſt: For if One Shilling gives the 12 
Penny Houſehold Loaf, the Middle Price of the 
Quarter, with the Allowance, will give 39 Stone 
10 Pounds as the Produce of the Quarter of 
** in Houſehold Bread. Wh 


O Tum the Bakers _ by ſaying, that the 
| £1 of e = ISS, 
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Table was  calculated* on Experiments made on 
Englyh Corn only; and by faying it was calcu- 
lated on the heaped Barrel. But this laſt Aﬀer: 
tion is not probable; for the heaped Barrel was 
never a legal Meaſure. The Act of 12 Eliza- 
beth had ſettled the Standard of Corn Meaſures ; 
ſoit muſt be preſumed the Magiſtrate went ac- 
cording to Law, in this Particular.” And as to the 
Difference of the Caſts of the Engliſh Corn ſent 
here, and the 71, I am aſſured it is very in- 
conſiderable, if any at all: Nay, I have been 
told, it is often j in Favour of the 71 . 


Bor theQuantity of Hou@holdBreadis n near what 
comes out on the Tables. Forty Stone of Wheat 
dreſt for the three Kinds of Bread, after deducting 
Toll Loſs in drying, and Waſte in dreſſing, give 
Twenty- nine Stone of neat Meal, and 106 Pound 
of Bran :* This Quantity, ſuppoſing it all made 
into Houſehold Bread, will produce Thirty-nine 
Stone two Pounds of Bread: but being dreſt for 
the three Kinds, there is not ſo much of the Bran 
leſt in, as if it were dreſt for Houſehold only ; 
ſo that we may ſafely conclude, that the Quantity 
of Houſehold Bread in a Quarter is nearly as the 
Fable rates it. Bread i is a Compoſition of Meal, 
Water, Salt and Barm : And from Experi ments 
made at the Workhouſe i in March 1732, it ap- 
pears that one third of the Compoſition is Wa- 
ter, Salt, and Barm, in Houſchold Bread. That 
near 

1 ain fatighed (this, © of che Meal;iznot t00 

: for the Experiments attended by the Lord Mayor, as 


alſo thoſe attended by the Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, agreed nearly. | 


#225) 
near a bird is ſo in Wheaten,. and more than a 
third in White. and that the Dough, when by 
baking, reduced about one tenib of the Weight, 
which went into, 1 the Oven, makes Bread ſuffi- 
ciently baked, in the three Kinds. The Baker's 
Profit is in Truth more than his Allowance at all 
times; but this Profit: is ſtill, greater when Corn 
is dear, than when it is cheap, notwithſtanding 
their Inſinuations to the, contrary, To n 
this more tully. - 


By Calculations: on e . above 
mentioned it appears, that 40 Stone of Wheat 
produce 109lb. of Dough for White Bread; 
1 3olb. for Wheaten, and 371 lb. for Houſehold 
Bread. Theſe Quantities of Dough, when the 
middle Price (including the Allowance to, the 
Baker) is 1J. 115. for the White and Wheat 
en, and 1J. 12s, for the Houſehold, produce 
21.8 Sixpenny Loayes of White Bread, 17. 39 
of Wheaten, and 38. 44. of Houſehold, which 
amount to 1. 185. od. to which being added, 
Is, 6d, for the Bran, the whole is Two Pounds 
and Four Pence, which is 8s. 4d above the high. 
eſt Allowance. 


Zur when the Middle Price, (with the AL 
lowance to the Baker) is 1J. 19s. od. for the 
White and Wheaten, and 20. os. od. for the 
Houſehold, theſe reſpective Quantitics of Dough 
wilk:produce 29.5 White Sixpenny Loaves, 
At; een ere 1 1. * 
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* 716 * 
to which adding the Bran, the Whole i is 2]. 10s, 
24. Which is 105. 24. above the higheſt Allow: 
| ance; and conſequently the Baker's Gain in 
this laſt Cale 15. 104. above what ie is in 1 the 
firſt. 


Ta AT this have an Shraige on the Deir: 
neſs of Corn may further appear, from conſider- 
ing that the Complaints of the Bakers have been 
always loudeſt in cheap Seaſons : Nor indeed til 
the preſent Application, which the Expiration 
of the former Laws hath made neceſſary, have I 
ever heard of a Complaint * them when 
ee * 1 gb 


Ir is at bled; d cligs there is little in 
their! Allegation of the preſent Table of Aſſize 
being made on the Caſt of Eugliſb Corn. But 
however, ſuppoſing it were ſo, they are in Fact 
and in Truth ſufficiently allowed for it already, 
as well as for the heaped Barrel, by the Weigbt, 

and the 85. and gs. which were given by the 

ö Acts e's in 1 Are and — of ys preſent 


Tur Bakers had their new Table computed 

in 1734, by which they were not obliged to bake, 
by two Stone and a half of Bread, in every Quar- 
ter, ſo much as they are by the eſtabliſned Ta- 
hle. The Parliament then thought proper to 
Keep the old Table, and to give the Bakers an 
additional Allowance of two dhillings a Quarter. 
Fhey —_ for their new Table again in the 
19th 


(7) 

19th, and then got an additional Shilling on the 
| Houſehold. So that theſe Additions are to be 
conſidered as Payment for the Difference be- 
tween the old and new Tables: and yet now, 
not content with the Revival of the 8s. and gs. 
Allowance, they apply again for the new Table 
alſo ; which is in other Words, aſking a double 
Payment by a further Allowance of 2s. 6d. a 
Quarter ; that being the preſent Price of two 
Stone and a half of Wheat. | | 


Tux weekly Conſumption of Wheat. in Dub- 
lin (excluſive. of what is fold to Mealmen) is 
3000 Barrels, or 1500 Quarters. (that is) 78009. 
Quarters a Year. The Allowance for baking 
this at 8s. 6d. (taking it in a Medium) is 331501. 
yearly for the Profit of the Baking Trade in Dub-. 
bn, and yet now they aſk an additional Allow- 
ance of 970. a Year, which in the Whole 
would amount to 42 900. yearly. This is a large 
Sum, excluſive. of their other Advantages, and 
it deſerves Confideration, that this Load is to be 
chiefly born by the Poor, as they are the great- 
eſt Number of the Inhabitants. But the Bakers. 
have a further Gain ; for 


Turk was originally only one Aſſize ſtruck 
for the Bakers and the Mealmen; and both 
Branches of the Buſineſs might be uſed by the 
Bakers. The Middle Price was fixed upon the 
whole Quantity of Corn ſold in the Market. But 
in the Year 1746, the Act of the 19th Geo. II. 
B Chap. 


2 


— 
Chap. A 7 Providedta 0 Ferſon being a Baker 


ſhould at the ſame Time folbow the Octupation 
of a Mealman; and it alſo gave à Power to the 
Magiſtrate to aſcertaifi' the Price {of Oatmeal. 
Thus the Buſineſs of Bakers and Mealmen be- 
came diſtinct Occupations; and, in a ſhort” Time, 
diſtinct Aﬀizes were {er for them, ithbugh thoſe 

for the Mealmen have not been very regular. 
The Mealmen have an Allowance of As., on the 
Quarter. It being alledged that the Mealmen buy 
a worſe Corn than the Bakers, a diſtinct Ac- 
cot was "kept bf what'w was bou ght by Mealmen, 
and middle Price wa 'upon that Account, 
which is (ſeveral s low wer than” that of the 
Bakers. And in wi tic the Bakbrs have 4 
large Field for Fraud by ſecret. Tauts bervicen 
them and the Mealtnen, x For iuſtande, 1 
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© Sbprosr the Biker's Maddie * 29. 
the Quarter, 'and. the Mealtran's Riddle Price to 
be 1. 137. Suppoſe a Baker buys 20 Quarters, 
and a Mealman as much bat that this for the 
Whole, or in Part, is in Truft for the Baker; 

tlie Baker taking this into Bread, has the Be- 
nefit of his own Middle Price, and the Publick 
is defrauded of the Difference between the Aſſizes 
of the two Prices. Here it may be laid down 
as a general Rule, that whatever Corn, Meal, or 
Flower the Baker gets under bis Middle Price, is 
to bis Gain, as what be buys above it muſt be 
to bis Loſs. His Profit therefore is to have an 
bgh Middle Price, and to get Corn, Meal, and 


(39 
Flower under it.;, ,* αand conſequently when. Car 
Meal, . and. Flower: as cheap; not; 10 bring it, = 
the ' Aſſize, as on . the. other Haud is his Intereft 
to bring it in auben dean, in enter 10 :raiſe the. 
Mee. Hence the Baker 8. Erofit is very great 
by the imported Corn and Flower. At a Medium 
for one Year from Auguſt Iſt 1750 ito Juby 3iſt 
1754 (both incluſwe) the Irifo, Corn, as return- 
ed, fold Weekly nu; of what was ſold to 


Com, as returned, lg Weekly * of that 


fold to Mealmen) Was 533 Barrels taking one, 
Week with another for the Whole Tear: And at; 
appeared on the Face of the Returns, that the 
Aſſize was almoſt always higheſt when there were 


any conſiderable Returns of een Corn. T 


Tur 8 of the Town being - 3000 
Barrels, and the Total. of the Grain returned, as, 
ſold, being only 24686, the Remainder being 53 5 
Barrels, muſt be Corn, Meal, and Flower, not 
brought into the Aſſize, which is above a ſixth, 


Part of the Conſumption. 'Fhe 1 lower has not ben. 


taken into the Aſſize for theſe two Years, The 


greateſt Part of this Hower is imported; for I 


find tat the imported Flower, i in the Year end- 
ing March laſt (1751) was one Week with ano- 


B 2 '; = - _ 


* The Corn oſed for Honſchold Bread is generally bought 


under the Middle Price. 
+-That a great Part of the imported Corn is not brought 


into the Aſſize will appear by comparing the 'M _ returns 
wich the Cuſtom- houſe Books. 
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ther 471 Bar rels, reckoning one hundred and 
a half to a Barrel. It is well known that neither 
the beſt Corn, nor beſt Flower, are imported to 
this Market. When this Flower, or Corn, there- 
fore is not brought into the Aſſize, the Baker gains 
on it, by its not lowering the Middle Price of the 
Market, and by his Profit of the Market Middle 
Price on it, when made into Bread. This is 
the Caſe when the Flower is not brought into the 
Aſſize at all. When it is brought in at an higher 
unequal Meaſure he gains the Aſſize of that Ex- 
ceſs ; as in Caſe it were brought in by a lower. 
unequal Meaſure, he muſt be a loſer by the weed: 
of the Deficiency. 


On the Whole; as on the One Hand the Ba- 
kers are certainly intitled to a reaſonable Allow- 
ance for their Livelyhood, being an uſeful Body 

of Men in the Community, and their Trade be- 
ing laborious ; ſo, on the other hand, they have 
the Publick, and eſpecially the Poor, ſo much in 
their Power, that they cannot be too exactly, 
and too cloſely guarded by Laws ; nor can the 
Magiſtrates of this Town be too vigilant about 
their Conduct. Their Allowance” ſhould be de- 
termined for them from fair and accurate Ex- 
periments ; the Aſſize ſhould be fairly ſtruck, 


in order to which it is neceſſary, if it be practi- 
cable, bat the whole. Quantity, as well as all kinds 


of the Materials of the Bread ( Flower as well as 
Corn and Meal) ſhould be an into the Aſiz *, 


(21) 
and taken in by a juſt Meaſure; which laſt Cau- 
tion is certainly practicable. If they be not ta- 
ken in, the Publick is wronged; or if the Meaſure 
be unequal, the Publick or the Baker muſt be 
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Loſers. 
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APPENDIX. 


ACOPY of. the following LETTER to Alder- 
man French, when Lord Mayor, accidentally fell 
into my Hands, ſome Time ago. It contains ſo ex- 
aft an Account of the Experiments made at the 
Work-bouſe, which have been mentioned m the 
foregoing Paper, that I have here added it at 
large. The Wruers abſence from Town at this 
Time, prevented an Application for his leave to 

_ publiſh it; and therefore, bis Name is omitted. 


J * My LorD, 


4 URSUANT to your Lordſhip's Orders, 
- I went to the Work-houſe, to receive three 

Barrels of Wheat, that was bought for a Trial; 
| not thinking it proper to acquieſce in the Mar- 
3 ket Meaſure, I caus'd Mr: Scat, one of the Clerks 
3 . of the Market, who for this Proceſs was appoint- 
ed to attend me, to meaſure the ſaid Wheat, 
by 2 ſealed Barrel, belonging to the Work-houſe, 
and to ſtrike the Barrel, in the faireſt Method. 
The ſeveral Remainders were laid aſide. as ſu- 
perfluous, the neat Weight of the three Barrels 
of Wheat frike Meaſure, was 6 on. 2 975, 


I4 


'(z3) ) | | 
144 4. or in;ſettle. Pounds, 74a 4, Which is 1 7 
Stone 9 pounds, at m_ to the r in a 
Mean to. ny uncl. | 


* 


oo 


We went ME thenae, with the Wheat, to the 
Mills at Hand-Bridge, ſtaid the grinding, al- 
lowed the Miller 17 Pounds toll for each Barrel; 
and it being late in the Night, left the Grift, un- 


der Lock and Wye IO © e 8 51 


rin 
1 


Oy Tueſday the 5th Inſt. I with Mr. Pearſon 
| reccived-the Griſt, 3 it to the * 
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| dref'd for Wie Bilad' 944 Pounds. 
For Wheiten Bread — 118% A 
For Houſhold Bread 326 2 "oo | 
Weight of the Bran = f 
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on of Weight by wetting, &c. 1 4 = P 
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k dition, KM. 
. For Houſhold Bread, A 
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1 ABLY the aoquired Weight * the 
Barm, Sc. may appear in a clear View, if equaj 
Qantities of the ſeveral Quntities of the ſeveral 


— 


Meals are taken, and the Proportions of aug 


mented Weight 3 as for m. 


n Ib. oz; dr. 
190; of the White Meal. 84 1 6 
100 of the Wheaten Meal . i 6 3 
100 of the Houſchold Meal 8 


4 — —⅜ 0 


as Wheateh Panne to be . (which 
is the Baker's Term for moiſt) than the Honſe- 


hold Dough, and the White tenderer than the 


Wheatenz an Error is very manifeſt in the work 
in the working of the Wheaten Dough, there 


being 51b. 202. adr. le, liquid in z oolb, than in 


the Houſehold Dough : ; ; Whereas | der ought to 
have been more. e . N 


10 118 


Wren Dough - is not not ſubtictently | 2 the 
Barm has not Power to ferment, and raiſe it, 
being too forcibly reſiſted by the Toughneſs of 
Dough; and the Bread made of ſuch Dough, will 
appear cloſe, heavy, and" ri6t of 4 beautiful Co- 
lour, nor will the Increaſe of the Wei ght i in the 


Bread, from the | Meal, be as much, as ee 
it would be. TY 
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þ the other Barrel 15 Shillings, to which 


being added the 8 Shillings Allowance: per Quar- 
ter to the Baker; I ſized the Weight of a twelve 


penny Loaf by the Price of the Wheat, at 39 
Shillings the Quarter - viz. the Houſchold twelve 
penny Loaf to weigh 14 Pounds, 4 Ounces, 2 
Drachms; the Wheaten twelve penny Loaf, 


10 Pounds, 11 Ounces, and 1 Drachm ; and the 


ear __y 7 Pounds, 2 OO I Drachmn. | 


fy Mr Prarfors DireQions, 1 allow'd wo tht 
Dough of the 12 penny Houſhold:Loaf, 1 Pound, 
'8: Ounces, for loſs in baking; to the Wikdater, 
1 Pound; and 7 Drachms ; to the White 12 
Ounces; which proportions are more, than 
what are allowed in the Workhouſe; or what 1 
. We in private baking. 


FR? to this Schere, there were cre focht d, | « 
18 White 12 penny Loaves and one Peice weigh- 


ing above three Pounds; —— 14 Wheaten , 12 
penny Loaves, one Piece about 8 Pounds; and 30 
Houſhold Twelve-penny Loaves, and two Peices, 
one weighing about nine Pounds, the other about 
ten Pounds. Near eight of the Clock at Night, 


I cloſed the Mouth of the ſecond, or laſt Oven, 


and. left Mr. Prarſon,and My, Hawker, who-your 
Lordſhip directed to attend\:me that Day, to ſee 
the Loaves drawn out and weigh'd. But Mr 
N away a little after I did. 

3 The 
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626) 
The next Morning, Mr. Hawker brought 


me tlie Weight of the Loaves, in Groſs; and 
in particular s none of each Sort, either held out 


to the deſign d Weight, or agreed with one ano- 
ther; but dufer d more or les, as they were 


burnt, which mot of them were, even to 
blackneſs. 80 that it being impracticable to 
makeup the Account , by the Number of Loaves, 
1 ſhall do it by ſubchviding the Nv Weghs of 
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As the White Bread a 122 2 Ti it * 
45; tyelve- penny Loaves ; the Wheaten weighing 
144 Pounds, gives 13 twelve · penny Loaves; 2 
the Houſhold weighing, 424 4/6.” gives tlirty 
twelve penny Loaves; chere are ſome Pounds 
ol Bread, remaining aſter this Diviſion, biit 
dboſt I would S in, 8 — f u- 


onasd 57 „i at Dorfi νο ove 
1 
pf 2 welve-penny White, 13, ditto 
e-- heaten, and 30 ditto. oule- * | 0,0 
hold, amounts to- wot 
ranges x Pounds of Bran, Which B g 
„may well be > (jo one "x ö 50 1g 
22 nee is F Hoco 
ode 15570 201 be ig 21 0 9 
n oi din e ee eee geg 
1195/4) J 11 0 no: 53} » 11 10 $130 #1 Mt e 1 0 IG J 
T F., d. 
Prime Coſt of a Weir chard at 06 6 
6 bill: uſual N Quarter: 00 
2 Shall. addit 
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f (27) 
2s. 3d. above the Allowance, or 10s. 2d. per 
Quarter Allowance to the Baker for Charges and 
Profit But ſuppoſe care had been taken (not 
to uſe a harſher Term) in the heating the Ovens 
and Ls it would * turn d out thus, 


1 Sort I IP „ 1 R 4 
er- white = yo 18 5 
14 Ditto Wheaten, 1 Peice 0 14 9 
31 Ditto Houſhold, 1 Peick | "LIE 
Bran et # Pounds | 3 r 19 
ae tin | — 

3.0 3s 


5224 © | 
Which Lene to 128. 1%, per Quarter to 
the Baker, though the — of Wet, and 


eanſequently the Produce of Breaks is FS, than 


uſual. Liked aft tron 7 

As the Bakers | 2 1 or nacher e ex- 
act 20, gr 24 Stone to the Barrel, from the Far- 
mer, their Profit exceeds the above mentioned 


in reciprocal Proportions; this Trial 1 
by ftrike re, 


Tux ba Lot Dough, well baked' into 
Bread, is 1:1b, or.240z. but by the burning and 
ſtanding too ng | in the over-heated Ovens, I loft 


:-S 7; 3 here ape” > b. or. dr. 
in 20 of the White Dough WEE i 
in ao of the Wheaten Daugh Wo 6 
in 20 of the Houſehold Dough 2 9 3 
21.5 80 


73). 
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85 b itin the General, I loſt above double 
the. Weight to common baking; and the Wheat- 
en (which was baked with the Houſehold Bread) 
though the drieſt,” or leaſt tender, by burning, 
and being 3 loſt Ae e more "than 
the others. dn Vines WF Yr. 


0 och Ap 


A in this Tryal Ty of Meal for White, 
Spine 281b. 402. made N W 11 8lb. Sor, 
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Wegen gained by 260d: of the ſeveral Meals « or 
Flowers 22510 i into coy . 


* | | * | 2:4; on db; 
3 gene tet} & ier 1 


gains 
20 f Wheaten Do. baked + 
into Bread, gains 4 4 

20 of Houſehold 4 Do. af 6 ; ok 


5 into Bread, gains 85 8 = | 
WERNER As I apprehend it bone "= 


N 3 


lb. | Ib. OZ. 
af White Meal, baked * 
gains 7.9 
0b Wheaten Do. baked into; 
J. d, gains #79 7: 6 
20 of Houſehold Do. baked ay 7 4 


. | 
0 | e Chat Mir. e unde the had 


theſe three Barrels been brought to a Bake-houſe 
duely 


* 
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Quely fitted,” two Men would have drefs'd the 


690 


Meal, and have drawn the Bread from the Oven 
in ſix Hours; ſuppoſe 8 are allow d, and though 


Bakers Journeymen uſually work 18 Hours or 


more in the 24, yet I would eſtimate the 8 Hours 


as zds of the Day, their Wages being 3 Shillings 


per "Week, I ſhall allow as much for their Diet ; 


Salt is common y ſold for 28. 4d. the hundred 


Weight to 28. 6d. 3 Pounds to 3 Pounds and a 


half, is generally allowed to a Barrel, and 13 


Sheaves of Furze heated the two Ovens, which 
being Mountain, I eſtimate at 2 8. 2 d. the Load: 


theſe Dong quay _ Account vile ſtand thus, 


4 4 4 
Labour — „ 
Salt 104 Pounds —— 8 o 2x 
Furze —— — 3 4 
Barm eee 
o 3 67 


th. 


— 2 
WW 34 


Which is 28. 4d. x per Quarter, certain 
Charge ; the Reminder i is to pay the uncertain 
Charges of Houſe Rent, wear of Utenſils, and 
the Maſter Baker. 


I beg leave to repreſent to. your Lordſhip, that 


in this Affair, I have always had in View a due 
Senſe of the leaſt Abuſe of that Confidence you 
have been mars to put in me. That I was 


fully 


4 
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( 26) 
faly feaſible your Lordſip's file Aim, 18 to 
ating in yry render vines, the Paik, ada : 
who ought to meet with a due r re- 
tun to their Induſtry and Labour. That to a- 
void any Imputation of partiality, * have, 55 
ally ee the Cogniſance of the, 
Points, upon others ; 7 the exact 2 —.— | 
the Grain, its abſolute. Weight, have Mr. Scott, 
and Mr. Pearſon for Witneſles, The Griſt never 
was in my keeping: but if it had, the Diminution 
of 9 Pounds, three fourths, ſecures that Part. 
The Weight of the Bread, of the Bran, have 
Mr. Hawker, nh others, to anſwer for. Iam, 


© 
| i hove here Ae trwe 


Beinen, made be- 


fore a Committee of the Houſe of Commons 
in the Year 1733-4. 


ExrrRIMENr I. Ex ERRIMENT 2. 
Produce of 20 Stone of | Produce of 20 Stone of 
Wheat. Wheat. 

1 A. tb. . 1b. 

o. 1—10. 2 No. 1—10. o 
No. 2— 2. 3 Flour. No. 3— 3 I Flour 
No. 3— 2. 1 | Pollard—1. 0 
Bran —4. 3  Bran——4. 2 
Toll — I. o Toll — 1. o 
Waſte in Waſte— 5 

Grinding 3 — 

Do. in Bolt- 20 

ing 2 

| 20 
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